Following his retirement in 1980 from International Harvester, where he had worked for 30 years, Don started his own metallurgical consulting business specializing in failure analysis. He devoted himself to teaching the principles of failure analysis at the ASM International headquarters, in Materials Park, Ohio, and at various companies throughout the United States. He served as an expert witness in court cases internationally, and held a patent for a tool for cold rolling crankshaft fillets. A symposium was held at the Indianapolis Convention Center in November 2001 to recognize Don's historical contribution to the development of failure analysis.
Don was a U.S. Army World War II veteran. He is survived by his wife of 67 years, Virginia Wulpi, four children, ten grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren.
